Travel Procedures

Always be on time.  You are given an itinerary to aid in your compliance with our time schedule.

Make sure your parents/guardians know when to pick you up after a game.  Phoning after we return to the band room causes us all to leave the school to late to go home.

A sign-up sheet will be posted at the beginning of marching season for buses to out of town trips.  No changes in this list will be made without specific permission form the director.

BUS

· All band members must ride the bus to all functions.

· Be sure you are wearing your uniform correctly when you arrive.

· Be sure to have all equipment with you.  Be sure we have all percussion and flag equipment before we leave.  Be sure you have your instrument before we leave.  It is each individual member’s responsibility to load and unload his or her instrument, equipment, and case.  Do not expect anyone else to do your job for you.  This includes when we leave, at the destination, and when we return.
· You will travel in your bib pants, band t-shirt, black socks & shoes.  Have your coat on the hanger in the garment bag and your hat, gloves & gauntlets in your hat box.
· We will load beginning with juniors and ending with freshmen.  We will load equipment trailer during school.  Keep small instruments (flutes, clarinets, saxes, trumpets) with you.  

· Give the chaperones and bus drivers your utmost respect.  If you have a problem, see me!!  Do not handle it yourself, this only causes more problems.  

· Remain seated on the bus at all times.  Keep your voice down.  Requests for quiet (railroad crossing, congested areas) by the bus driver or chaperones must be obeyed.  Only radios with headphones will be permitted on the bus.  You are responsible for your own property.  Do not bring anything on the bus that is too valuable for you to lose.
· It is recommended that the members not carry purses and/or large sums of money.

· Be sure to be on the bus at the assigned time.  In many cases, time is short and we must hurry to maintain our schedule.  Roll call and complete accounting of passengers must occur each time that any loading or unloading occurs.

· Appropriate behavior is vital.  Observe the following guidelines:

· Conversation should be in normal tones (inside voices) – no yelling or screaming.

· Absolutely, never throw anything from the bus.

· Put trash in the trashcan.

· Keep hands, arms, and heads inside the bus.

· Do not attempt to communicate in any way, visually or audibly, with strangers outside the bus.

· There is to be no use of profanity, cruel or questionable jokes, or discourtesy.

· Cheering after the game should be in good taste.  Cheering must stop at the request of the driver or chaperones.
· Use of cell phones should be only as necessary.  (Tell parents return time, etc.)
GAME

· We will unload the equipment bus when we arrive at the stadium.  Remain on the bus until you are called to unload.  We must line-up quickly and enter the stadium.  

· We will march-in with instruments in cases (right hand).  Large instruments may enter without cases.  Keep marking time until the entire band is in the stands and remain at attention.  We will take instruments out of the cases when we are in the stands.  We will warm-up together once we are in the stands.

· You are present at a football game to do a job.  Your job is to contribute to the atmosphere and spirit of the North Oconee High crowd by performing music, cheering with the cheerleaders, and showing class in order to add to the pride that our crowd has at North Oconee High.

· Remain in your assigned seat at all times during the game.  Non-band personnel are not allowed in the band’s area at any time.  

· Absolutely no food, gum, or soda is to be consumed in the band area.  We will provide water in the band block.

· Please see the director if EMERGENCY restroom trips are needed.
· If the weather is warm and we remove coats, suspenders on bib pants MUST stay up at all times.
· No extra playing is permitted in the stands.  When the band plays, we all play.  Woodwinds are to be seated when we play and brass members are to stand.  Guard dancing and cheers are to be organized.  Pay attention and be ready to play on short notice.  The rest of the people in attendance can cheer, but only the band can play the fight song.

· We will leave to warm-up for half-time with 6 minutes left in the second quarter.  We must warm up quickly and move to our places on the sidelines.  When the buzzer goes off, you must get to your spot on the field quickly and fall in at attention.  After the performance, move straight off the field, kneel quietly and watch the other band.  Give them your utmost respect and applaud appropriately.  When they have finished performing, line up and we will march back to the stands.  We will march to their cadence or clicks until we are away from them and our cadence will begin.  (Keep marking time until the entire band is in the stands.)

· You will be dismissed for third quarter break.  This is your time to get a snack and use the
 restroom.  If you owe me time, you must stay until I dismiss you.  EVERYONE must be
back in their seat with 2 minutes left on the third quarter clock.  If we have problems with this, your third quarter break will be shortened or taken away.
· After the game we will march back to the buses.  We will circle around to be dismissed.  Stay at attention and quiet to listen for instructions.  Students with small instruments will be dismissed back to their buses and students with large instruments will remain in line and place their instruments on the equipment bus in an orderly fashion before loading their bus.

BUS

· Students may ride home with parents or legal guardian ONLY with prior written permission.

· Your parent must pick you up from the bus.  The director must see you leave with your parent.
· You are still responsible for your equipment. Make sure it is taken care of back at the bandroom.

· All bus rules apply on the trip home.  No loud talking or screaming will be allowed!  Keep your celebrations in control.

· When we arrive back at the bandroom, all students will remain on the bus until the equipment bus is unloaded.   You are responsible for making sure all of your equipment is back in its correct spot before you leave.  Be sure your parents know when we are returning so that you can be picked up promptly.

